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In the religious epoch of law and redemption the moral side 
of human nature prevailed and outweighed the aesthetic and 

cognitive side, argued Nikolai Berdyaev, the renowned Russian 
religious philosopher. The Christianity of law and redemption 
identifi ed religious with the moral. However, asked Berdyaev, 
can the goal of sanctifi cation be reached by religious-aesthetic or 
religious-cognitive perfection? Can God refuse a person for his 
ugliness and want of knowledge if the person is morally perfect? 
Can the person be refused because he does not create beauty or 
knowledge? Can a man be saved by great accomplishments in 
beauty and knowledge? For our eternal life, does God require 
only the moral person, or also the aesthete and the knower? But 
behind these questions there is a more fundamental dilemma: 
does God need the human person? Because if he does not then 
even the highest expressions of the human spirit count for little 
for him who is omnipotent and omniscient. The classical concept 
of the omnipotent deity allows only for one religious human 
activity, and that is the prayer for redemption. But if not even 
the best what we can create is good enough to exist in eternity, 
what is it that is “saved” from human nature?

Romilo Aleksandar Knežević is Research Fellow at the Orthodox Th eology Faculty, 
University of Belgrade. In the present book, his enlarged doctorate from Oxford 
University, he argues for a new type of ontology and ontological freedom: out of 
the bottomless, uncreated abyss of freedom, God creates human being capable 
of amplifying His life.
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